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The linguistic reasoning for the inadmissibility of certain forms of Qur'anic
readings

Abdullah Fahd Al-Dosari

Associate Professor of Philology, Department of Islamic and Arabic Studies, College of General Studies, King Fahd University of Petroleum
and Minerals, Saudi Arabia.
(Received: 28/ 6/1446 H, Accepted for publication 19/ 7/1446 H)
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Abstract. This study aims to trace the unattainable aspects of Quranic readings as found in the narrators' methods,
by investigating these in one of the books on Quranic readings and highlighting certain aspects of linguistic
reasoning based on two levels of linguistic analysis: semantic and phonological, indicating its profound impact on
the unattainability of some aspects of Quranic readings, and proving that the process of selection serves as a means
of flexibility in the performance of readings, while being largely confined to what has been authentically
transmitted through the narrators. This realm remains an area for scholarly reasoning and analysis. The researcher
arrived at some unique findings that deviate from the established rules of phonetic harmony and semantic
consideration, as narrated and received from the scholars. The findings reveal critical insights: (1)The paramount
importance of considering phonetic harmony in the selection of variant readings is underscored by the fact that its
absence can disrupt the text's coherence and structural integrity; (2) The distinction between “selection” and
“reading form” within the understanding of Quranic readers; (3) Accepting the outcomes of auditory transmission
when analytical reasoning and analogy fall short, particularly when these readings deviate from phonological
consistency or established parallels; (4) The rarity of unattainable aspects that deviate from the foundational
principles of narration and phonetic harmony underscores the meticulous care with which the transmitters have
adhered to these criteria.
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