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Critical Questions on Qur’anic Readings in Ibn Khalawayh’s
Al-Hujjah fi al-Qira’at al-Sab‘: A Compilation and Analytical
Study

Dr. . Abdullah bin Khalid bin Saad Al-Hassan
Department of the Qur’an and its Sciences - Faculty of Fundamentals of
Religion and Da’wah — Imam Muhammad ibn Saud University

Abstract:
Critical Questions on Qur’anic Readings in Ibn Khalawayh’s Al-Hujjah fT al-
Qira’at al-Sab“: A Compilation and Analytical Study

This study investigates the set of critical questions posed by the grammarian and
philologist Ibn Khalawayh regarding variant Qur’anic readings, as documented in
his seminal work Al-Hujjah f1 al-Qira’at al-Sab‘ (“The Proof in the Seven
Readings”). The research compiles twenty-seven instances where Ibn Khalawayh
raised interpretive or grammatical objections, only to then resolve them through
detailed explanation and justification.

The paper is structured into a preface and two main sections. The preface offers
brief biographical remarks on Ibn Khalawayh and an introduction to his book. The
first section examines questions related to foundational linguistic principles (usil)
and is divided into three subtopics: glottalization (with one question),
manifestation and assimilation (five questions), and vowel shifts between fath and
imalah (nine questions). The second section addresses questions related to
individual variants (furiish) and includes twelve examples. The conclusion
highlights the major findings and provides recommendations for future research.

key words: Ibn Khalawayh — critical inquiries — Qur’anic readings
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Romanized List of Resources

1- Al-Itqan fi ‘Ulam al-Qur’an, by ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Bakr, Jalal al-Din
al-Suyati (d. 911 AH), edited by Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim. Cairo: al-
Hay’ah al-Misriyyah al-‘Ammah li-I-Kitab, 1st ed., 1394 AH/ 1974 CE.

2- Asas al-Balaghah, by Abi al-Qasim Mahmid b. ‘Amr b. Ahmad al-
Zamakhshart (d. 538 AH), edited by Muhammad Basil ‘Uyiin al-Std. Beirut:
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyyah, 1sted., 1419 AH.

3- Al-Usil fi al-Nahw, by Aba Bakr Muhammad b. al-Sari b. Sahl al-Nahwt,
known as Ibn al-Sarrdj (d. 316 AH), edited by ‘Abd al-Husayn al-Fatli. Beirut:
Mu’assasat al-Risalah.

4- Al-A‘lam, by Khayr al-Din b. Mahmud b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Faris al-
Zarkali al-DimashdT (d. 1396 AH). Beirut: Dar al-‘1lm li-I-Malayin, 15th ed.,
May 2002 CE.

5- Al-Igna“ f1 al-Qira’at al-Sab‘, by Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. Khalaf al-
Ansart al-Gharnati, Abt Ja‘far, known as Ibn al-Badhish (d. 540 AH). Al-
Mansiirah: Dar al-Sahabah li-I-Turath.

6- Al-Budiir al-Zahirah fi al-Qira’at al-‘Ashr al-Mutawatirah min Tariqay
al-Shatibiyyah wa-I-Durrah — al-Qira’at al-Shadhdhah wa-Tawjihuha
min Lughah al-‘Arab, by ‘Abd al-Fattah b. ‘Abd al-Ghani b. Muhammad al-
Qadi (d. 1403 AH). Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi.

7- Bughyat al-Wu'‘at fi Tabagat al-Lughawiyyin wa-l-Nahwiyyin, by ‘Abd
al-Rahman b. Abi Bakr, Jalal al-Din al-Suytti (d. 911 AH), edited by
Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim. Sayda / Lebanon: al-Maktabah al-
‘Asriyyah.

8- Al-Bulghah fi Tarajim A’immat al-Nahw wa-I-Lughah, by Majd al-Din
Abii Tahir Muhammad b. Ya‘qiib al-Fayrtizabadi (d. 817 AH). Damascus: Dar
Sa‘d al-Din li-I-Tiba‘ah wa-I-Nashr wa-I-Tawzi', 1sted., 1421 AH /2000 CE.

O- Taj al-‘Ariis min Jawahir al-Qamis, by Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd
al-Razzaq al-Husayni, known as al-Zabidi (d. 1205 AH), edited by a group of
editors. Cairo: Dar al-Hidayah.

10- Al-Tabsirah fi al-Qira’at al-Sab‘, by Abl Muhammad Makki b. Abi Talib
Hammish b. Muhammad b. Mukhtar al-Qayst al-Qayrawant then al-Andalust
al-Qurtubt al-Malik1 (d. 437 AH), edited by Muhammad Ghawth al-Nadwi.
Bombay: al-Dar al-Salafiyyah, 1402 AH / 1982 CE.

11- Tahdnib al-Lughah, by Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Azhari (d. 370 AH),
edited by Muhammad ‘Awad Murabba'. Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-*Arabi,
1st ed., 2001 CE.

12- Al-Taysir fi al-Qira’at al-Sab°‘, by Abl ‘Amr al-Dani, ‘Uthman b. Sa‘id (d.
444 AH). Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, 2nd ed., 1404 AH / 1984 CE.

13- Jumharat al-Lughah, by Abt Bakr Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Duraid al-
Azdi (d. 321 AH), edited by Ramz1 Munir Ba‘labakki. Beirut: Dar al-‘IIm li-
I-Malayin, 1st ed., 1987 CE.

14- Hujjat al-Qira’at, by ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad, Abt Zur‘ah (d. ca.
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403 AH), edited by Sa‘id al-Afghani. Beirut: Dar al-Risalah.

15- Al-Hujjah fi al-Qira’at al-Sab‘, by al-Husayn b. Ahmad b. Khalawayh (d.
370 AH), edited by ‘Abd al-‘Al Salim Makram. Beirut: Dar al-Shuriig, 4th
ed., 1401 AH.

16- Al-Hujjah li-I-Qurra’ al-Sab‘ah, by al-Hasan b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Ghaffar
al-Farisi, Aba ‘Ali (d. 377 AH), edited by Badr al-Din Qahwaji and Bashir
Juwyjabi, reviewed by ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Rabah and Ahmad Yusuf al-Daqqagq.
Damascus / Beirut: Dar al-Ma 'miin li-l-Turath, 2nd ed., 1413 AH/ 1993 CE.

17- Hirz al-Amani wa-Wajh al-Tahani fi al-Qira’at al-Sab‘, by al-Qasim b.
Firrah b. Khalaf b. Ahmad al-Ru‘ayni al-Shatibi (d. 590 AH), edited by
Muhammad Tamim al-Zu‘bi. Beirut: Dar al-Huda, 4th ed., 1426 AH.

18- Al-Sab‘ah fi al-Qira’at, by Ahmad b. Miisa b. al-‘Abbas al-Tamimi, Aba
Bakr Ibn Mujahid al-Baghdadi (d. 324 AH), edited by Shawqi Dayf. Cairo:
Dar al-Ma‘arif, 2nd ed., 1400 AH.
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