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The difference in his narration from the great integration in the

reading of Abu Amr Al-Basri - a morphological phonetic study

Turki ibn Awad ibn Abdullah al-Orabi.

Department of Grammar, Morphology and Philology,
Faculty of Arabic Language, Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic
University, Saudi Arabia.

Email: Dr.turki.alarabi@gmail.com

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the points of
divergence among Qur’anic reciters (Ahl al-Ada’) regarding the
major assimilation (idgham al-mithlayn al-kabir) in the
recitation of Abii ‘Amr al-Basri, and to identify the phonetic and
morphological foundations underlying these differences. It also
aims to elucidate the interaction between phonetic and
morphological analysis in determining the rules of major
assimilation and the causes of variation among the reciters.

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology,
analyzing the Qur’anic contexts of disagreement based on the
views of classical grammarians and scholars of Qur’anic
recitation, such as Sitbawayh, al-Dani, Ibn al-Jazari, and Makki
ibn Abt Talib, while also drawing upon concepts from modern
phonetic theory to describe and interpret the phenomenon.

The first chapter investigates Abii ‘Amr’s theoretical
framework of major assimilation, outlining its phonetic and
morphological bases. It examines the principles of articulatory
strength and weakness in speech sounds and the influence of
morphological structure on the permissibility or restriction of
assimilation, supported by the statements of early linguistic
authorities.

The second chapter analyzes the specific cases of
disagreement in the assimilation of identical consonants (al-
mithlan) in Abii ‘Amr’s recitation, explaining the reasons for
assimilation (idgham) and non-assimilation (izhar) in light of the
interaction between word structure and phonetic function.

The third chapter explores the assimilation of proximate
consonants (al-mutaqariban), emphasizing the impact of
articulatory proximity and shared phonetic features on the
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variation of recitational performance, and discusses this within
the framework of the “principle of strength and weakness” in
sound articulation.

The study reaches several key findings, the most significant of
which are:

Major assimilation in Abui ‘Amr’s recitation is a genuine
linguistic—phonetic phenomenon, deeply rooted in the natural
tendencies of Arabic articulation and not merely a performance-
based convention.

Morphological factors—such as deletion (hadhf), vowel
alternation (i‘lal), and multiple structural changes—tend to
justify non-assimilation, whereas phonetic factors—such as
articulatory  proximity and feature similarity—support
assimilation.

The assimilation of identical consonants (al-mithlan) is
primarily a morphological process, while the assimilation of
proximate consonants (al-mutaqgariban) is essentially phonetic in
nature.

Early recitation scholars and grammarians demonstrated
remarkable phonetic insight, anticipating many observations
later confirmed by modern phonetic science, particularly
regarding articulatory description, sound interaction, and
temporal dynamics in assimilated segments.

Keywords:

Major Assimilation — Assimilation of Identical Consonants —
Assimilation of Phonetically Close Consonants — Assimilation of
Homogeneous Consonants — Abu ‘Amr al-Basri — Qur’anic
Readings — Strength and Weakness in Speech Sounds.
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