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Diphthongation Between Terminology and Linguistic Reality
Dr. Jaza’a Mohammed Almassarwah

Associate Professor in e-learning Deanship and Distance Education
King Faisal University.

This study aims to identify the inaccuracies of the term diphthongation
to signify a well known language phenomenon in Arabic; the misuses are
obvious in the ancients' definition of the term, and the lack of the
relationship between the linguistic meaning and the terminological
connotation of diphthongation. This study also reveals the inability of
modern linguistics to correct this inaccuracy or misconception that overlaps
not only between diphthongation and Sound Assimilation, but also among
diphthongation and other linguistic terms. The research finds that the
ancients' overview of diphthongation is unfortunate, and that it is possible
to address diphthongation under another terminology or phenomenon.
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34. E.H. Palmer, Gramar of the Arabic Language, London 1955.
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