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Assimilation (Idgam) between Lightness and Heaviness-
It's Bases and the Factors Influencing It

Dr. Sami Awadh*
Raed Mansoor **

(Accepted 7/9/2004)

0 ABSTRACT 0O

Assimilation (Idgam) in Arabic is an environmental phonological phenomenon
which the speaker resorts to seeking lightness or smoothness; thus minimizing muscular
effort.

Ancient Arabic linguistics studied assimilation and divided it into two kinds
based on contracted sounds:

The first kind is gemination (tad’eef) (assimilation of two identical sounds),
which means the contraction of two similar letters or sounds into one. It is connected
with the articulation of sounds. Upon articulating the doubled sound, it is difficult for
the speaker to repeat the same process once again. Through gemination (idgam) the
speaker performs the process only once. It results in lightness, easiness, swiftness of
articulation and reduction of the muscular effort required.

The second kind: Assimilation, which means the incorporation of two close
sounds. Adjacent phonemes influence one another when uttered, so that their places of
articulation and characteristics change to correspond in articulation and characteristics
with adjacent sounds. The weaker (affected) sound is contracted into the stronger
(affecter) sound, so a kind of assimilation or similitude of sounds occurs. The closer the
sounds in characters or nearer in places of articulation are the more the assimilation
occurs, in the end coming to phonological harmony. This is much lighter and it reduces
muscular effort.

Ancient Arabic linguistics succeeded in understanding assimilation considering
it a kind of amalgamation of sounds and an environmental phenomenon resulting from
using a group of adjacent sounds having its own characteristics and its own system. It
also founded its bases and adequate rules and showed factors affecting it.

*Professor, Department Of Arabic, Faculty Of Arts And Humanity, Tishreen University, Lattakia,
Syria.

**Ph.D Student Department Of Arabic, Faculty Of Arts And Humanity, Tishreen University,
Lattakia — Syria.
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